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Upcoming Events 
 

Forest Tax Workshops are coming to 

Northeast Oregon in February 
 

Family forestland owners have to contend 
with the financial costs of multiple forms of 
taxes:  property taxes; state harvest taxes 
and federal income taxes.  But through care-
ful planning and understanding the legal op-
tions available, woodland owners can sub-
stantially reduce their overall tax burden.  
This workshop will provide a good under-
standing of what those options are and how 
each landowner can decide which choices are 
most appropriate for their unique situation.    
 

Instructor: Tamara Cushing, Starker Chair 
Extension Specialist, Oregon State University  
 

The focus of the workshops will be:  
Federal and state income taxes 
Property tax options 
Oregon state timber harvest and sever-

ance taxes  
Sources for professional assistance.   

 

These will be 2.5 hour sessions at the fol-
lowing locations and times: 
 

Tuesday, February 24, noon to 2:30 pm, 
Oregon Department of Forestry conference 
room, 415 Patterson Bridge Road, John Day.  
For more information and to register call 
Carol Waggoner at 541-575-1911 or Bob 
Parker at 541-523-6418. 
 

Tuesday, February 24, 6:30 to 9:00 pm, 
OSU Baker County Extension Service, 2600 
East Street, Baker City.  For more infor-
mation and to register contact Jayne Kellar 

or Bob Parker at 541-523-6418. 
Wednesday, February 25, noon to 2:30 pm: 
Conference Room, OSU Extension Office Un-
ion County, 10507 N. McAlister Rd, Island 
City (across from Bronson Lumber).  For more 

information and to register contact Sherry 
Nantz at 541-963-1010.  
 

Wednesday, February 25, 6-8:30 pm: Wal-
lowa Resources Conference Rm, 401 NE First 
St, Suite A, Enterprise, OR. For more infor-
mation and to register contact  
Nils Christoffersen at 541-426-8053 x25  
 

Thursday, February 26, noon to 2:30 pm, 
2411 NW Carden Ave, Umatilla Hall, Room 
100, Blue Mt Community College, Pendleton.  
For more information and to register contact 
Shevon Hatcher at 541-278-5403. 
 

Please pre-register by Friday, February 20th 
so we can plan for handout materials.  
 

Oregon Department of Forestry Stewardship 
Foresters and County Assessors will be on 
hand to help answer questions. 
 

Co-sponsored by the OSU Extension Service, 
Wallowa Resources and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry. 
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Climate Trends of the Pacific Northwest Climate Trends of the Pacific Northwest Climate Trends of the Pacific Northwest    
   

When: March 2, 2015-1-5 pm 
Where: Union County 4-H and Extension  
Education Center, Island City, OR 
10507 N. McAlister Rd., La Grande, OR 
 

Ag and forest owners and producers are invited to 
this informal session on what is being observed 
in the field of climate research by scientists asso-
ciated with Oregon State. This will address re-
cent/current conditions and how changing 
trends may affect the long term production in  
Northeast Oregon and the Pacific Northwest. Geo-
logic mapping and using this to estimate ground 
and surface water trends and recharge will be 
covered. 
Invited Speakers: 
 John Stevenson, Climate Impacts Research 

Consortium  
 Kathie Dello, Oregon Climate Service 
 Jason McClaughry, Oregon Department of  
  Geology and Mineral Industries   
 Oregon Water Resources Department repre-

sentatives 
For more information: 
Paul Oester and Darrin Walenta, 
paul.t.oester @oregonstate.edu  
darrin.walenta@oregonstate.edu 
541-963-1010 

 

Master Woodland Manager  
 

Skill building 
Are you interested in how your lands 
can better suit  wildlife,  timber pro-
duction, or recreation? Do you want 

to make sure your forest is resilient to fire, pest 
or disease?  Are you interested in making sure 
your roads are well-built, that you are prepared 
for conducting logging or other operations, that 
you file your taxes correctly?  
 

Master Woodland Manager (MWM) shows you 
how to “read” your woodland by understanding 
local ecological factors (soils, historical land use, 
tree  and plant species and associated wildlife) as 
well as how to conduct assessments to determine 
where your woodland is heading as it grows and 
matures. You will also learn how various man-
agement activities will help you meet your long 
term vision for the property.  
 

Service 
After taking the MWM program, volunteers are 
expected to provide 80 hours of volunteer service, 
which is done in 
many different 
manners, de-
pending on the 
interests and 
strengths of the 
volunteers. 
 

Stewardship 
MWM volunteers 
represent a 20 year legacy, and include a wide 
array of people and woodlands throughout Ore-
gon. Whether you own 5 or 1,000 acres, the 
MWM program will help you gain skills for tend-

ing your woodland, and provide you with oppor-
tunities to share your passion for stewardship. 
 

Register Now! 
To sign up for the upcoming 2015 Northeast 
MWM training, please contact: 
 

Paul Oester, OSU Extension Forester:  
paul.t.oester@oregonstate.edu 
541-963-1010 
 

Bob Parker, OSU Extension Forester:  
bob.parker@oregonstate.edu 
541-523-6418 
 

Learn More about MWM! 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mwm/ 
MWM Coordinator: Tiffany.Fegel@oregonstate.edu 

 
 

Family Agriculture Management Transition-

Focused on Success in Succession 
 

When: February 12 and March 11, 2015 
 

Where: OSU Extension Service, Union County 

10507 N. McAlister Rd.– Conference Room 
 

This workshop series will jump-start the transfer 
of your farm management to the next generation 
or other successor. Transferring management is 
the first step toward both retirement for the cur-
rent farm owners and transitioning ownership of 
the farm to the next generation.  
 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/mwm/
mailto:Tiffany.Fegel@oregonstate.edu
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Delivered  

LOG MARKET REPORT  $/1,000 board feet                                   January15, 2015 
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Source: Oregon Log Market Report, Editor John Lindberg, ph 360-693-6766, fax 360-694-8466, logmkt@comcast.net 

Our curriculum will help you: 
 Focus on the future of your farm 
 Structure dialogue between generations 
 Determine realistic timeline for farm transfer 
 Review business structures that can ease 

ownership transition 
 Meet professional development needs of in-

coming leaders 
 Identify obstacles to shifting management 

roles 
 Improve family confidence in making  
  changes 
 Prepares for professional advisor meetings 
 

Seminar registration fee $325 per family, in-
cludes all meals, course notebook &  
materials. 
 

Please note at least one person from the cur-
rent (owning) generation and one person 
from the next generation must attend both 
workshops.  
 

For more details and to register: http://
bit.ly/familyag or call 800-859-7609. 
Registration deadline: February 4th 
 

Contact Darrin Walenta at 541-963-1010 or 
darrin.walenta@oregonstate.edu 
 

Riddle lumber company teams with OSU to 

develop first CLT plant in the U.S. 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute 

November 2014 
 

Sometime early next year, the first test panels of 
what is perhaps the hottest engineered wood 
product in the world may be emerging from an 
Oregon mill.  
 

If all goes according to plan, the D.R. Johnson 
Riddle Laminators plant in Riddle will become 
the first U.S. producer of structural-grade cross-
laminated timber, known as CLT. Those early 
test panels will be sent to the wood products lab 
at Oregon State University, where they will be 
tested with an eye toward making sure they 
meet standards and can be certified. A 

$150,000 grant from Oregon BEST is helping 
fund the D.R. Johnson-OSU collaboration. 
 

"CLT is a new building technology that is revolu-
tionizing the use of timber in construction," said 
Lech Muszynski, the professor leading OSU's 
end of the project. 
 

CLT was pioneered in Europe, where it success-
fully competes with concrete and steel in a vari-
ety of tall wood structures. The technology is 
widely believed to allow construction of wood 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZglSCEr0UolJbcZ8pZCicz0aeNPqPzc337w29u3vqk1g-yL2ENaO_1ecP22APXHUWJRmmwqUtDsVAzwWNhW9dyLWY5_Fa5Kv-V-Yp1BBg-pk=&c=ff_C-0UVNvH7CneXNsXM5xrgGx-PnMWbBqXjCgvu8erB8yd45_ykY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZsdIEK4e5WM-z3A3dqAIGJqGoUGOZdz1X371xbRL9c6ZWFbYb3rejNTfbeyo5_x2xqTH8pyb9Ngs1YtwudYl4do3D9G4gPK8JB0mK4TwkK0dBSUtnuCHMpFRkNBQW1P4HJrOecmglCi6QPjwS5iDOfmz9I33WLxyFgg-o
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZNbhC5JpyAcsD0FSETwj6miEXL0nGcPWFgMk-QjkV78iNRAO5Ql_UYFTnfPPhst9CWn-VNFx-RqFtyRUT48GP1vFjwzfj5c1DPVSBv11m6HF9RfhnVGe3bhcDX9S0ZgVDYTQfDwLFvutAax0qiu0OiDycfVrUyjK2&c=f
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZNbhC5JpyAcsD0FSETwj6miEXL0nGcPWFgMk-QjkV78iNRAO5Ql_UYFTnfPPhst9CWn-VNFx-RqFtyRUT48GP1vFjwzfj5c1DPVSBv11m6HF9RfhnVGe3bhcDX9S0ZgVDYTQfDwLFvutAax0qiu0OiDycfVrUyjK2&c=f
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZJQZWBbLgdZs2aJRopVeUOyDHy1JXSbQkBfUD9xcQEbrqJVFRt-S_xflXuMnvbGj4UbCxmojNWb__HdYa6Zkpv8tYBLgu2taw1ClKDne29zo=&c=ff_C-0UVNvH7CneXNsXM5xrgGx-PnMWbBqXjCgvu8erB8yd45_ykY
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buildings 10 stories and taller. To make CLT, 
dimensional lumber is glued into a large panel 
several layers thick. Each layer's wood fibers run 
perpendicular to the previous layer. The panels 
can be used as single-piece walls, floors and 
roofs. 
 

Importing panels from existing plants in Europe 
or Canada is expensive, so having a locally pro-
duced product could boost the use of CLT in the 
Pacific Northwest, Muszynski said. 

 
$70 million federal grant gives a boost to 

potential Lakeview biofuel refinery.  
Oregon Forest Resources Institute 

November 2014 
 

Colorado-based Red Rock Biofuels has won a 
$70 million federal grant to help fund construc-
tion of a biofuels refinery in Oregon. 
 

The proposed plant near Lakeview would use 
woody biomass to produce 12 million gallons of 
aviation fuel per year. Red Rock hopes to pro-
duce fuel by 2016 or 2017. 
 

The grant from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, the U.S. Department of Energy and the 
U.S. Navy was one of three, awarded to three 
companies, to help build refineries capable of 
producing 100 million gallons of fuel for the mil-
itary and private industry, at a price competitive 
with petroleum. 

 
Tigard agritech startup ready to roll on  

Biochar 
Wendy Culverwell, Staff reporter-Portland Business Journal 
 

A veteran-owned Tigard agritech 
business is on the cusp of market-
ing its first product after securing 
$150,000 in commercialization 
funding from OregonBEST and the 
Portland Development Commission 

earlier this year. 
 

Walking Point Farms LLC, led by 
Vietnam veteran Howard Boyte, is 
partnering with Marion Ag Services to sell Pro-
Pell-It. The product is a BB-sized pellet of lime 
coated with biochar produced by cooking woody 
biomass from logging sites in a vacuum. 
 

The commercialization funding allowed Walking 
Point Farms to collaborate with researchers at 

Oregon State University and an Idaho coating 
business to evaluate the commercial potential of 
biochar. 
 

Biochar is viewed as a potential way to sequester 
carbon in soil, as opposed releasing it to the at-
mosphere through the traditional practice of 
burning wood waste — slash — at logging sites. 
 

Research and commercial funding allowed Boyte 
to engage with Stephen Machado, OSU professor 
and dryland cropping agronomist, on a study of 
how biochar-treated pellets perform in the field. 
Early results showed a 26 percent to 34 percent 
increase in yield in red winter wheat in fields 
amended with biochar. 
 

Machado sees a potentially greater impact when 

it is applied to depleted agricultural fields. 
"In wheat fields that have been farmed continu-
ally since the 1800s, biochar offers a surface ar-
ea that increases water- and nutrient-holding 
capacity, raises the pH and protects soils from 
erosion and leaching," Machado said. "It's the 
fastest way to put organic matter back into the 
soil." 
 

Boyte, who formed the company after retiring 
from the Portland Fire Bureau, said biochar hits 
on a multiple of environmental fronts. 
"We now have an efficient tool to put this carbon 
into the ground where it can stay for thousands 
of years. Instead of burning slash at logging 
sites, we can capture the carbon and put it into 
soils." 
 

Walking Point Farms is preparing to raise capital 
for a Series A round. It has had preliminary con-
versations with a global agricultural firm inter-
ested in participating in a Series B round if the 
product succeeds. 
"You can research and research, but you've got 
to have sales," he said. 
 

Oregon BEST promotes clean tech in Oregon by 
investing in research partnerships. 

 
Tax Tips for Forest Landowners for the  

2014 Tax Year  
Linda Wang, National Timber Tax Specialist,  

U.S. Forest Service  
 

Tax laws on timber transactions are very spe-
cialized knowledge that are not commonly 
known. Yet they are important to timber owners 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001phtgA_yvqz5eetzZLObAbYkweB5hp1iiGZ0YwXh-xR0aXXrTC5aEhqKUVXYjsgEZ8_BXaYt92hRxT_M-UkzcRd-Koa-W-3UB_bYoAUlQxWV5DsPjJNZWIKHMIkseZ2L0EpJwoyqh806p7BDFppbbl5YTfvaE3NOgYJkQfF_nZg9i8UptjJq-wA==&c=ff_C-0UVNvH7CneXNsXM5xrgGx-PnMWbBqXjCgvu8
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/or/portland/portland_development_commission/2227206
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/search/results?q=Howard%20Boyte
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/or/corvallis/oregon_state_university/3238085
http://www.bizjournals.com/portland/search/results?q=Stephen%20Machado
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in terms of the ongoing cost of owning and man-
aging timber, forest stewardship and compliance 
to the tax law. This bulletin reviews the major 
federal income tax laws to help forest owners in 
filing their 2014 income tax returns. The infor-
mation presented here is current as of Septem-
ber 30, 2014.  
 

Timber Property  
There are three basic types of timber owner-
ships: investment, business or personal-use 
property. The tax rules vary considerably with 
each classification. For each tax year, you must 
determine your woodland property’s tax classifi-
cation based on your purpose of ownership, 
your use and activities on the property.  
Timber property held for an income-producing 
purpose may be an investment; it may rise to a 
business if you regularly and continuously en-
gage in the timber activity to make a profit. Le-
gal entities such as LLC, sole proprietor, part-
nership, corporation (S or C corporations), es-
tate or trust may own the property. It is a good 
practice to document your profit motive in a 
written forest management plan. You 
must materially participate in a busi-
ness in order to avoid the restrictions 

on loss deductions (passive loss rules). 
If your primary purpose of owning the 
property is person-al use (vs. profit 
making), the property is personal use 
property, which is subject to limitations on de-
ductions.  
 

Example 1: A woodland owner grows timber for 
profit and documents the income production in 
her forest management plan. She claims the 
property as investment property and deduct 
qualified expenses on Schedule A (subject to 2 
percent adjusted gross income limitation). (As a 
contrast, expenses are fully deductible for mate-
rially participating business owners.)  
 

Timber Basis and Depletion  

Timber basis may be deducted from timber 
sales, which reduces the tax due on the sales. If 
you purchased the timber property, the timber 
basis is the amount you paid for it. If you inher-
ited the property, the basis of timber is its fair 
market value (FMV) on the decedent’s date of 
death. If you receive the timber as a gift, the 
timber basis is the lower of its FMV or the  
donor’s basis.  
 

Example 2: You inherited forest land on June 
1, 2010. Your consulting forester gave you a 
professional estimate on the fair market value of 
the timber on June 1, 2010. The timber was val-
ued to be $32,000 ($27,000 pine saw timber, 
$3,000 pine pulpwood, and $2,000 hardwood 
pulpwood), which is your timber basis.  
If you didn’t establish the basis at the time of 
acquisition, a consulting forester can determine 
it retroactively, but you should weigh the cost of 
doing so against the potential tax savings.  
Dividing your timber basis by the total volume 
of timber gives you the depletion unit, multiply-
ing it by the units of timber sold gives you the 
depletion amount.  
 

Example 3: You sold 300 MBF of sawtimber, 

out of a total of 1,000 MBF on your property, for 
$250 per MBF. The total basis of your 1,000 
MBF of saw timber was $40,000. The depletion 
unit is therefore $40 ($40,000 / 1,000 MBF) and 
the depletion is $12,000 ($40 / MBF x 300 
MBF). You can deduct $12,000 from your sale 
proceeds $75,000 ($250 / MBF x 300 MBF).  

 

Timber Sales  

Sale of standing timber. Sale of invest-
ment timber “on the stump” generally 
is taxed as capital gains. If you hold 
the investment timber for more than 1 
year before the sale, the sale qualifies 

for long-term capital gain, which is taxed at ad-
vantageous lower tax rates than ordinary in-
come. Sale of inherited timber is considered long
-term. Report the sale of standing timber held as 
an investment on Form 8949 and Schedule D.  
 

To be eligible for long-term capital gains (Sec. 
1231 gains) for sale of timber held in business, 
you must own the timber for more than 1 year 
in the business. Both outright sales and pay-as-
cut sales of standing timber by a timber busi-
ness qualify after the timber has been held for 
more than 1 year. Report the sale of standing 

timber held for business use on Form 4797 and 
Schedule D. If you sell timber outright in a busi-
ness, you also are re-quired to file Form T un-
less you only have an occasional timber sale 
(see below).  
 

Example 4: You sold your standing timber that 
you inherited for $9,000. The timber is an in-
vestment property for you. You paid $1,900 in 
hiring a consulting forester and legal fees 
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(writing the sale contract). Assuming a depletion 
deduction of $1,330, your net long-term capital 
gain is $5,770 ($9,000 – $1,900 – $1,330).  
 

Sale of products cut from timber held for use in a 
business. If you cut your own timber or have it cut 
by a contractor working at your direction, either 
for sale or for use in your business, the gains are 
ordinary income unless you elect to use sec. 631
(a) on Form T, Part II.  
 

Example 5: You paid a contractor $2,000 to cut 
standing timber held for business use for over 1 
year into logs and sold the cut logs to a mill for 
$30,000. The FMV of the standing timber was 
$23,000 on Jan. 1 and your basis in it was 
$1,000. If you elect to use sec. 631(a) on Form T, 
report a $22,000 long-term capital gain ($23,000 – 

$1,000) on Form 4797 and Schedule D, and 
$5,000 of ordinary income ($30,000 – $23,000 – 
$2,000) on Schedule C. If you fail to make the 
election, all $27,000 is ordinary income.  
On top of the capital gain tax, for taxpayers meet-
ing income threshold, an additional 3.8 percent 
tax on net investment in-come applies to invest-
ment timber sales and passive business tim-ber 
sales, effective January 1, 2013. This 3.8 percent 
tax, enacted as part of the 2010 healthcare reform 

law, applies only to single taxpayers with adjusted 
gross income (“AGI”) over $200,000 or couples 
with over $250,000 AGI.  
 

Example 6: You sold your investment timber for a 
gain of $30,000. Your adjusted gross income is 
$230,000 and file as single taxpayer. Because 
your income is above the $200,000 individual 
threshold, the $30,000 capital gains are subject to 
the 3.8 per-cent tax, in addition to the long-term 
capital gain tax.  
 

Installment Sales  
An installment sale involves receiving one or more 
payments after the year of sale, allowing you to 
defer tax by spreading your gain over 2 or more 
years. Interest is charged on deferred payments. 
  
Example 7: You sold timber for $10,000 ($8,000 
after deducting timber depletion and sale expens-
es) in 2013. The buyer paid you $5,000 in 2013 
and will pay the remaining $5,000, plus interest, 
in 2014. Your gross profit percentage is 80 percent 
($8,000 ÷ $10,000). Report a $4,000 gain for 2013 
($5,000 x 80%), using Form 6252.  
 

Timber Management Expenses  
If you hold your forest land to grow timber for 

profit, you can deduct ordinary and necessary 
timber management expenses, such as the cost to 
protect the timber from insects, disease or fire, 
control brush, do a pre-commercial thinning or 
mid-rotation fertilization, or maintain firebreaks. 
If you qualify as an investor, deduct these expens-
es on Schedule A, where they are subject to a 2% 
of adjusted gross income reduction; if you qualify 
as a material participant in a business, deduct 
them on Schedule C.  
 

Reforestation Costs  
All taxpayers except trusts may deduct up to 
$10,000 ($5,000 for married couples filing sepa-

rately) per year of reforestation costs per qualified 
timber property (QTP). Qualifying costs include the 
direct costs to establish or reestablish a stand of 
timber by planting, seeding, or natural regenera-

tion. Any amount over $10,000  
per year per QTP may be deducted over 84 

months (amortized).  
 

Example 8: You spent $17,000 to reforest after a 
harvest. Deduct $10,000, plus 1/14th of the re-
maining $7,000 ($500) on your 2014 tax return. 
Deduct 1/7th of the $7,000 ($1,000) on your re-
turns for 2015–2020 and the last 1/14th ($500) 
on your 2021 return. If you qualify as an investor, 
take the $10,000 deduction as an adjustment to 
gross income on the front of Form 1040; if you 
hold your forest land for business use, take it on 
Schedule C. Elect to amortize and take amortiza-
tion deductions on Form 4562, Part VI.  
 

Depreciation and Sec. 179 Expensing  
You may depreciate capital expenditures, such as 
for logging equipment, bridges, culverts, fences, 
temporary roads, or the surfaces of permanent 
roads over a set number of years. For example 
light-duty trucks and logging equipment are de-
preciated over 5 years. If you hold your forest land 
for business use, you may expense up to $25,000 
in qualifying property (generally tangible personal 
property) in 2014, subject to a $200,000 phase-
out and business taxable income limitation (sec. 
179 expensing).  
 

Cost-share Payments on Form 1099-G  
If you receive a cost-share payment from a quali-
fied government program, you may exclude part or 
all of the payment from your income if the cost 
share is used in capital expenditure. Qualified fed-
eral programs include the Forest Health Protection 
Program (for southern pine beetle and mountain 
pine beetle), Conservation Re-serve Program, En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Program, Wild-life 
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Habitat Incentives Program, and Wetlands Re-
serve Program (discontinued Feb. 7, 2014). Sev-
eral state programs also qualify for exclusion. 
The excludable amount is the present value of the 
great-er of $2.50 per acre or 10 percent of the av-
erage annual income from the affected acres over 
the last 3 years. You cannot exclude part or all of 
a cost-share payment from your income and also 
claim a deduction for the expense reimbursed by 
the payment.  
 

Example 9: You received a $3,900 cost-share 
payment from the Conservation Reserve Program 
and used it as capital expenditure for your 100-
acre woodland. If you had no income from the 
property in the last 3 years, you could exclude up 
to $4,725 (($2.50 x 100 acres) ÷ 5.29%). The in-
terest rate is from the Farm Credit Sys-tem Bank. 

If you had $6,600 of income from the property, 
you could exclude the entire payment: (10% x 
($6,600 ÷ 3)) ÷ 5.29% = $4,158 > $4,000. Attach 
a statement to your tax return describing the 
program and your calculations.  
 

Timber Casualty and Theft Losses  
Loss of timber from a casualty—a sudden, unex-
pected, and unusual event such as a fire or se-
vere storm—may be deductible from your taxes. 
The deduction is the lesser of the decrease in 
FMV caused by the casualty or your basis in the 
timber block (the area you use to keep track of 
your basis). Similarly, a theft loss deduction is 
limited to the lesser of the decrease in FMV or 
your basis in the stolen timber. A competent ap-
praisal usually is required.  
 

Filing Form T (Timber)  
You must file Form T (Timber), Forest Activities 
Schedule, if you claim a timber depletion deduc-
tion, sell cut products in a business (under sec. 
631(a)), or sell outright timber held for business 
use. There is an exception for owners who only 
have an occasional timber sale, defined as one or 
two sales every 3 or 4 years.  

 
Where There’s Oak, There’s Fire 
When it comes to heating power, not all woods are 

created equal: A botany lesson for wood-stove  

aficionados 
Adam Bonislawski , Wall Street Journal 
 

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a 
woodchuck had a 3,000-square-foot house to 
heat? 
 

Well, that depends—are we talking white oak or 
ponderosa pine? 

Roughly 2.4 million households use wood as 
their primary heating fuel, according to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s 2013 housing survey. And, no 

doubt, there’s a certain rustic charm to a wood-
burning stove that, say, an electric heat pump is 
hard pressed to match. 
 

On the other hand, wood involves a bit more in 
the way of logistics than other, more common-
place fuels. 
 

“It’s real easy to go to the thermostat and dial it 
up or down with natural gas or electric,” says 
Jim Reeb, associate professor of forestry and nat-
ural resources at Oregon State University. “Wood 
is a little tougher to handle. It takes a little [work] 
to find a place to put it. You need to keep it dry.” 
 

You also need to make sure you have enough to 
take you through till spring. A typical 3,000-
square foot home uses roughly 65 million BTUs 
over the course of a winter, according to the En-
ergy Information Administration, part of the En-
ergy Department. Of course the amount varies 
across regions and based factors like sun expo-
sure and insulation levels. 
 

Breaking it down by region, homeowners in the 
Northeast will use around 79 million BTUs, those 
in the Midwest will use around 76 million BTUs, 
and those in the South and West will average 
around 47 million BTUs. What that equals in 
terms of wood consumption depends on what 
kind of tree you plan to burn. 
 

“In general, your dense hardwoods have more en-
ergy because there’s not as much air” in the 
wood, Prof. Reeb notes. For instance, a cord (128 
cubic feet) of white oak contains around 30 mil-
lion BTUs worth of energy—the equivalent of 214 
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gallons of heating oil. A cord of the softwood pon-
derosa pine, meanwhile, has about 17 million 
BTUs. 
 

Then there’s the matter of your stove’s efficiency. 
EPA-certified catalytic wood stoves are 72% effi-
cient, meaning they convert 72% of the wood’s 
energy into heat for warming your house.  
Add it all up and the average homeowner can ex-
pect to use just over three cords of hardwood or 
just over 5¼ cords of softwood in the course of a 
typical winter. 
 

Better get chopping. 

 
Help us all learn more about local birds 

with “eBird”  
Crossing Paths News Notes, 

December 2014 
 

Backyard (and other) 
birdwatchers in the Pa-
cific Northwest can 
now enter their bird 
observations into eBird 
Northwest ( www.ebird.org/nw ), a newly 
launched regional system of information sharing 
about birds.  
 

Your entries help Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and other wildlife biol-
ogists better understand bird species locations, 
population densities, seasonal movement pat-
terns, and conservation needs.  
 

Your entries and those of fellow local birdwatch-
ers also help each other learn where birds are, 
and are not, in real time.  
 

This regional portal of the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology’s international eBird program is 
sponsored by WDFW, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Region 1 (Pacific), the Klamath Bird Obser-
vatory, and other local conservation partners. 
eBird Northwest contributes to nation-wide bird 
conservation priorities outlined by the North 

American Bird Conservation Initiative  
( http://www.nabci-us.org/ ). 

 

An eBird Northwest Content Committee is gener-
ating articles, notes, and other tools of interest to 
birders and conservation practitioners in the Pa-
cific Northwest (Washington, Oregon, northern 
California, British Columbia).  
Check http://ebird.org/content/nw/ regularly 
through the holidays to find updated birding hot 

spots to plan your outings with family and 
friends, and of course where you can participate 
in the Dec. 14 – Jan. 5 Christmas Bird Counts 
(or see how those counts went after the fact!) 
 

A Citizen Science Committee is working with 
partners to develop relevant, local projects that 
are also linked or hosted through eBird North-
west. These projects address specific data needs 
and encourage participants to contribute data 
that will inform conservation.  
 

WDFW’s citizen science coordinator Wendy Con-
nally, ( Wendy.Connally@dfw.wa.gov , 360-902-
2695), notes two such projects underway now in 
Washington: 
 

 The Puget Sound Seabird Survey (PSSS) is a 
citizen-science survey managed by Seattle 
Audubon that empowers volunteer birdwatch-
ers to gather valuable data on wintering sea-
bird populations in Puget Sound and the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca. Teams create a snap-
shot of seabird density on more than 2,400 
acres of nearshore saltwater habitat. It is the 
only land-based, multi-month survey in the 
Puget Sound region. Learn more at http://
www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/
Science/CitizenScience/
PugetSoundSeabirdSurvey.aspx 

 

 The Sagebrush Songbird Survey is a commu-
nity science project focused on sagebrush 
songbird conservation in the arid landscape 
and expansive beauty of the Columbia Plat-
eau of eastern Washington. Three point count 
target species - Sagebrush Sparrow, Sage 
Thrasher, and Brewer's Sparrow - function as 
"umbrella" species for other birds with similar 
sagebrush and shrub 
steppe habitat associa-
tions. This project is 
managed by Washington 
Audubon and its Lower 
Columbia Basin and Ya-
kima chapters. Learn 
more at http://wa.audubon.org/songbird-
survey-eastern-washington-underway 

WDFW is using Watchable Wildlife funds from 
personalized license plates and working with our 
partners at USFWS and the Klamath Observato-
ry to provide more opportunities for citizen par-
ticipation in birding and conservation data  
collection.  

http://www.ebird.org/nw
http://www.nabci-us.org/
http://ebird.org/content/nw/
mailto:Wendy.Connally@dfw.wa.gov
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/Science/CitizenScience/PugetSoundSeabirdSurvey.aspx
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/Science/CitizenScience/PugetSoundSeabirdSurvey.aspx
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/Science/CitizenScience/PugetSoundSeabirdSurvey.aspx
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/WhatWeDo/Science/CitizenScience/PugetSoundSeabirdSurvey.aspx
http://wa.audubon.org/songbird-survey-eastern-washington-underway
http://wa.audubon.org/songbird-survey-eastern-washington-underway
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Tips for Tree Planting Success  
Paul Oester, OSU Extension Forester  

 

Are you thinking about planting some trees? 
Easier said than done as the saying goes! Maybe 
you are thinking of planting some trees along a 
stream course or in an upland site. It really 
doesn’t matter; the principles to success are the 
same. Following these few simple rules below 
should improve your chances for a successful 
and satisfying planting experience.  
 

 Before you do anything take a 
close look at the site you plan 
to plant. A site assessment 
needs to be done so you can 
better match the species and 
stock type (type of seedling, 
e.g. container, bare root or 
transplant) to the site condi-
tions. A happy tree is going to 
be much more likely to survive and grow well 
than one plopped into an environment hostile 
to its genes or unsuited because of size. Dif-
ferent species have different tolerances to en-
viron-mental factors, such as flooding, frost, 
drought and shade, so use this knowledge to 
help select the best candidate seedling.  

 

 Assessing the site includes finding out about 
the soils; check a Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) soil survey for basic 
information. Other considerations include el-
evation, aspect, annual precipitation, com-
petition from vegetation, and potential animal 
damage. Is it a hot, dry site? Does the site 
have standing water during the spring? An 
east facing slope with deep soils? What was 
growing there in the past? What have been 
your neighbors’ experiences? The answer to 
each of these questions will have an influence 
on the seedling you select. Your assessment 
will help you place the right tree in the right 
place.  

 

 Decide on your objectives. If your interest is 

in planting trees that will maximize your fi-
nancial return, then plant species that grow 
well on the site with good market potential. 
However, if your objective doesn’t include 
economics then other species can be consid-
ered.  

 

 Once you decide on the species and stock 
type best for your site based on your assess-

ment and objectives, it’s time to prepare the 
site and order seedlings.  

 

 Good site preparation is essential to suc-
cess because it creates an early favorable en-
vironment for the seedling, which is so criti-
cal to its survival. This means control-ling the 
competing vegetation and treating the slash if 
slash covers the site and pre-vents good ac-
cess. Grasses, forbs, sedges and shrubs com-
pete aggressively for site resources. Available 
moisture is the most critical factor limiting 
reforestation success in eastern Oregon. Re-
ducing competing grasses is particularly im-
portant because their root system occupies 
the same rooting zone as your newly planted 
tree and grasses use up moisture early in the 
season. As a consequence, moisture is se-
verely depleted later in the summer/fall when 
seedlings still need it. Did you know that for 
many grasses 85% of the grass plant biomass 
is below ground? Study after study has 
shown the seedling survival and growth bene-
fits when competing vegetation is reduced. 
Also, spending a little more up front can save 
you money, as well as time in the long run. 
For example, you’ll likely not have costly re-
planting costs to deal with. Preparing the site 
can be accomplished by a number of options, 
for example mechanical, manual, mats, herb-
icides and grazing. The option you select de-
pends on such factors as site conditions, 
your preferences, and cost.  

 

 Next, purchase seedlings early. Get your or-
der in promptly because seedling demand is 
usually high and those who wait often don’t 
get the seedlings they want. If you aren’t able 
to get the right species from the correct seed 
zone and elevation it’s better to wait than 
plant off-site trees.  

 

 When the seedlings arrive, store them in a 
refrigerated cooler until ready to plant. If 
you don’t have a cooler, plant immediately or 
store in a cool shed or other cool site for a few 

days. Don’t let seedlings freeze. Proper seed-
ling coolers are available in northeast Oregon, 
e.g. the Private Lands Forest Network facility 
in La Grande. Re-move from the cooler only 
enough trees to plant during one day.  

 

 When transporting, keep seedlings cool 
and moist. Use a reflective tarp not canvas, 
canvas holds the heat and warms the seed-
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lings up. Use an insulated pickup canopy if 
possible. Check seedling bags/boxes for any 
tears and repair if necessary. Don’t stack 
boxes/bags more than two deep…seedlings 
are alive, they give off heat as they burn ener-
gy to keep alive. Boxes/bags need good air 
circulation.  

 

 Once at the planting site, again, keep 
seedlings cool and moist. Keep them on the 
north side of your vehicle or other shade, use 
a space blanket and check the bag (s) for 
moisture. If seedling are getting dried out in 
the box/bag sprinkle a little water on them. 
Keep the bag closed if seed-lings are left once 
the bag/box is opened. Dip seedling roots in 
a bucket of water prior to placing them in 
your planting bag. Don’t leave seedlings in 
water for very long, seed-ling roots need oxy-
gen and sitting in water too long can damage 
roots. Bottom line: don’t let roots dry out and 
keep seedlings cool.  

 

 Plant seedlings correctly. Don’t take the 
seedling out of a bag until the hole is com-
pleted, plant in well drained mineral soil, 
keep roots straight, create a hole large 
enough for the roots (no bunching roots), 
tamp soil gently around the seeding once it’s 
planted and keep the seedling as straight as 
possible. Use the right tree planting tool for 
the job and one that fits your abilities. Tree 
planting tools are de-signed for hard use; gar-
den shovels are generally too light for plant-
ing trees in a forest or in a riparian area.  

 

 If a forestry planting, consider your spacing. 
The number of trees planted per acre de-
pends on many factors including what your 
expected mortality is, your objectives, site 
productivity and what’s already growing there 
(naturals). The density you plant will affect 
when crown closure occurs, natural pruning 
rates, limb size, and stand and forage yields, 
and intermediate treatments such as pre-
commercial thinning. 

 

  Finally, monitor your planting for risks 
and threats. Check the planting early on to 
see if animals such as elk or deer are brows-
ing on trees and if competing vegetation is 
encroaching. Most mortality occurs the first 
through the fifth year, with the majority the 
first and second years. If caught early some 
of that mortality can be prevented.  

 

 Remember, Oregon has a forest practices 
act that requires planting a minimum num-
ber of seedlings once stocking is reduced be-
low a minimum level. Check out the laws be-
fore you harvest.  

 

 The OSU Extension Service has a number of 
reforestation publications available (listed be-
low) that address all the topics covered above 
and more. Stop by our office or give me a call 
at 541-963-1061 if you have questions.  

Happy Planting!  

 
Dead branches (flagging) in our pines: what 

is causing it and what can be done about it? 
A reminder…. 
Authors: 

Paul Oester & Dave Shaw, OSU Extension Service 

Lia Spiegel, U.S. Forest Service 

Rob Flowers, Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

We are still seeing a lot of dead branches on our 
ponderosa pine trees in certain areas. You might 
be wondering what can cause tip or branch die-
back in pines. We continue to see an increase in 
this damage on the fringes of the Grande Ronde 
and Wallowa Valley, along the Grande Ronde riv-
er along I-84 west of La Grande, along the Wal-
lowa river in the Wallowa canyon, and in the 
Troy area of Wallowa County.  We are also seeing  
branch die back in younger trees in the uplands.  
Western gall rust and pine shoot blight seem to 
be causing the majority of this damage.  Both 
are common on hard pines throughout Oregon.  
  
Western gall rust (Endrocronartium harknessii)  
is very common on lodgepole pine, e.g. in Central 
Oregon, and can be important locally on ponder-
osa pine (Figure 1).  This disease can cause 
branch flagging (dieback), top kill, stem malfor-
mation, stem breakage and mortality of young 
trees.  It is most commonly found in riparian ar-
eas or locations where moist air collects. 
Western gall rust can be identified by the small 
to large, round to pear-shaped swellings on 
branches and stems.  Bright yellow-orange spore 
pustules are produced in cracks in the galls in 
the late spring and early summer.  If you look 
closely at the dead branches on ponderosa pine 
you may find one or more of these galls on the 
branch. It appears these galls are being attacked 
by insects which girdle the twig.   
 

Management for this disease includes favoring 
uninfected or lightly infected trees during thin-
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ning or seed collection. Pruning may help reduce 
spore production but is not practical except in 
landscapes around homes. Spores are spread 
during shoot elongation and it is these new 
shoots that become infected.  Weather patterns 
during spore dispersal appear to control infec-
tion success. 

 

Pine shoot blight or Diplodia (Diplodia species), 
caused by a fungus whose hosts are 2-3 needle 
pines, and especially in ponderosa pine (Figure 
2).   The first obvious sign is stunted, discolored 
needles on the current year’s growth.  Cankers, 
which are sunken dead areas, may form on the 
branches, but are mostly found at the shoot tip.  
Needles killed by this disease stay on the branch 
all winter.  Look for stunted new shoots or 
flagged branches with drooping tan, brown or 
gray needles occurring anywhere on the crown.  
Infected needles are stunted and may have a res-
inous droplet near the needle base.  The cambi-
um of infected shoots is resinous and discolored.  
Minute, round, black fruiting bodies (pycnidia) 
are produced in the spring on twigs, bases of 
needles, and on cone scales.  Infections are pro-
moted by wet springs and areas where cool, 
moist conditions persist, such as along water 
courses, valley edges and low areas. However, as 
we have seen this disease is also found in up-
land habitat as well.   
 

This fungus is a weak parasite and usually only 
affects trees planted off site or trees weakened by 
drought or other agents.  Wounding will permit 
spores to enter. Diplodia alone usually will not 
kill trees except under massive infections.  Theo-
retically, a tree weakened by this disease could 
be killed by bark beetles.  Prolonged drought 
may be a significant causal factor in the increas-
es we are experiencing in our forests. 
 

Management considerations for this disease are 
generally cultural in nature, such as improving 
tree vigor to help reduce pine shoot blight infec-
tions and allow infected trees better recovery po-
tential.  Thinning will help, as well as favoring 
less infected trees.  Trees at higher risk are those 
planted on sites they are not well adapted to or 
on sites with unfavorable conditions, such as 
shallow/nutrient deprived soils.  Mechanical in-
jury should be avoided.  Pruning high value trees 
will not decrease disease spread because fruiting 
bodies can be on a number of physical struc-
tures that are difficult to remove, e.g. plant de-
bris including cones and twigs.  For trees in 
landscape settings keep trees well watered to 
keep stress low.  
 

Several fungicides are registered for use for these 
two diseases in landscape settings.  For infor-
mation on pesticide recommendations refer to 
the PNW Plant Disease Management Handbook 
or contact your local Oregon State University Ex-
tension office. 

Figure 1: Swollen woody gall of western gall rust.  The spores will 

erupt from the cracks in the gall in spring. 

Figure 2.  Branch flagging on ponderosa pine caused by Diplodia 
species along the Grande Ronde River near Troy, Oregon.  Photo 

taken by Rob Flowers, December 2012. 
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Reality Check: Shedding New Light on the 

Restoration Needs of Mixed-Conifer Forests 
Science Findings– Summary 

USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station 

 

Until recently, scientific understanding of the 
history and ecology of the Pacific Northwest’s 
mixed-conifer forests east of the Cascade Range 
was minimal. As a result, forest managers have 
had limited ability to restore the health of public-
ly owned forests that show signs of acute stress 
caused by insects, disease, grazing, logging, and 
wildfire. 
 

A recent study conducted in cooperation with the  
Pacific Northwest Research Station revealed that 
the traditionally used term “mixed-conifer forest” 
is too broad for ecological management. The 
study fills a knowledge gap by providing evidence 
about how the pattern and timing of land-use 
effects in mixed-conifer forests vary with regard 
to topography, elevation, and climate. It specifies 
four major types of mixed-conifer forests in cen-
tral Oregon and provides an ecological 
foundation for restoring each type. 
 

The study reveals that all mixed-conifer types 
are considerably denser than they were prior to 
the onset of fire exclusion in the late 1800s and 
suggests that the effects of fire suppression on 
composition and structure are most evident in 
the types found in warm, moist environments. It 
provides evidence that selective harvesting in the 
20th century halved the density of large, fire-
resistant pines in older forests. 
 

Findings are helping stakeholder groups come 
together on a shared vision for restoring mixed-
conifer forests in central Oregon. 

 
USDA awards a Pinchot Institute-led  

partnership with new funding to unlock  

carbon markets for family landowners in 

the Pacific Northwest 
Pinchot Institute for  

Conservation 
 

Aurora, Oregon –  
January 15, 2015 When 
the USDA Natural  
Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) unveiled the new Regional Con-
servation Partnership Program (RCPP) in May 
2014, NRCS Chief Jason Weller explained why 

USDA is devoting $1.2 billion for this program 
over the next five years. 
 

“So, as venture capitalists invest in high poten-
tial growth startup companies, what NRCS is 
trying to do through this program is venture con-
servation, where we’re co-investing in high po-
tential growth startup partnerships focused on 
conservation action in their communities,” he 
said. 
 

NRCS announced that the first round of RCPP 
grantees will include the Forest Health-Human 
Health Initiative (FH-HH). FH-HH, a ground-
breaking partnership in the Pacific Northwest led 
by the Pinchot Institute for Conservation, is be-
ing awarded $820,000 to help family forest land-
owners store more carbon in their woodlands 
through sustainable management. Partnering 
with the Institute, Ecotrust, Woodlands Carbon 
Company (a subsidiary of the Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association), L&C Carbon, the Ore-
gon Department of Forestry, Northwest Natural 
Resource Group, and Oregon State University 
Forestry Extension will target this funding to 
non-industrial forest landowners in Oregon and 
Washington over the next four years. Through 
this unique partnership RCPP program funds 
will be made available to landowners in the form 
of technical and financial assistance to develop 
forest carbon management plans and take the 
first steps toward getting paid to store forest car-
bon. 
 

For more than a decade, carbon markets have 
offered the allure of rewarding landowners that 
manage to pull more carbon out of the atmos-
phere and store it in their forests. Globally, the 
market for carbon credits from sustainable for-
estry has expanded to over $1 billion. However, 
for more than 99% of non-industrial forest own-
ers in Oregon and Washington, these markets 
have yet to materialize. 
 

The high cost of measuring, monitoring, and cer-
tifying individual carbon projects has historically 

limited carbon funding for improved forest man-
agement to the relatively few landowners with 
mature forests and properties covering several 
thousand acres. 
 

“Across the US, it is often the smaller parcels 
that are subdivided and sold when landowners 
encounter financial hardships. To date, carbon 
projects have not been a reality for this landown-
er class,” noted Brian Kittler, Project Director 
of the Initiative. 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fusda%2Fusdahome%3Fcontentidonly%3Dtrue%26contentid%3D2015%2F01%2F0009.xml
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fusda%2Fusdahome%3Fcontentidonly%3Dtrue%26contentid%3D2015%2F01%2F0009.xml
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To overcome this hurdle and pave the way for a 
scalable forest carbon program, the four-year 
support being offered by NRCS through RCPP 
will be channeled to initiate a more cost-effective 
process for smaller landowners to join together 
and develop and sell carbon credits. The real 
venture conservation work of the partners in-
volved in this RCPP project is to begin integrat-
ing the management planning systems and con-
servation cost-share incentive packages offered 
by state and federal agencies like Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry and NRCS with the private cap-
ital of the carbon market. 
 

On the ground, the RCPP program will leverage 
recent grants to the Pinchot Institute’s Forest 
Health-Human Health Initiative from Meyer Me-
morial Trust, the Kelley Family Foundation, the 
USDA Forest Service and NRCS. 
“With all of these pieces falling into place the 
Forest Health-Human Health Initiative will soon 
be a working “conservation for health care” in-
centive for a first group of landowners in the  
Pacific Northwest,” said Kittler. 
More about the FH-HH Initiative: 
Ecotrust blog post about the RCPP award 
http://www.pinchot.org/gp/FHHHI  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_w-
sAnQZrJU 
 

A Quarter Century of Log Price and  

Harvest Data Show Market Fluctuations 
Angela Boag, University of Colorado 

 

Angela Boag is a graduate student in the Envi-
ronmental Studies Program at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder, and is focusing her PhD re-
search on both forest ecology and the economic 
and social aspects of forest management. She’s 
working under Dr. Joel Hartter as a member of 
the Communities and Forests in Oregon (CAFOR) 
project, which aims to understand the intercon-
nected ways in which the landscape and local 
communities are changing in eastern Oregon. 
This fall she examined patterns in historic log 
pricing and harvest data from OSU Extension 
Log Market Reports and the Oregon Department 
of Forestry, and found some interesting trends. 
 

Using log price data back to 1986, she examined 
timber harvest on different land ownerships in 
eastern Oregon. There has been a dramatic de-
cline in harvest volumes from public lands in the 
early 1990s following the listing of salmonids in 
eastern Oregon under the Endangered Species 

Act, and a shift in the focus of the US Forest Ser-
vice towards ecosystem management. The subse-
quent spike in prices in 1994 coincided with the 
decline in sales from federal lands in addition to 
strong national demand for timber and good lo-
cal competition. Harvests on industrial and non-
industrial private forestlands (NIPFs) appear to 
increase somewhat during this time, suggesting 
that these forest owners responded relatively 
quickly to higher prices.  
 

However, prices have declined over the last 20 
years to pre-1990s levels, initially due in part to 
competition from Canadian softwood lumber 
producers and shifting global markets.  NIPF 
harvest volumes are even lower now than in the 
late 1980s, reflecting the challenges many local 
non-industrial private forest owners face when it 
comes to accessing timber markets, including log 
prices. Also, in many cases when property is sold 
new owners are not as interested in traditional 
commodity production.  
 

Local prices today are about the same as they 
were in the mid-1980s despite improved lumber 
markets over the past few years.  Landowners in 
northeast Oregon have been reluctant to sell tim-
ber because their margins are shrinking, due in 
part from local mill closures leading to low com-
petition and lower log prices, and an increase in 
harvesting and hauling costs. Prices do appear 
to have been somewhat stable from 2009 to pre-
sent, thought it is difficult to say what the next 
decade will bring. Angela and the CAFOR re-
search group will be studying the economic and 
ecological dynamics of forests in eastern Oregon 
over the next several years, and they will provide 
updates as their work progresses.  

Mean annual $/MBF of timber (averaged over all marketable species and adjust-
ed for inflation to 2012 dollars), overlayed on harvest volume (MBF) from 1986 to 

2012 for Baker, Grant, Union, Umatilla, and Wallowa counties.  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecotrust.org%2Fhelping-small-landowners-break-into-carbon-markets%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinchot.org%2Fgp%2FFHHHI
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D_w-sAnQZrJU
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1992621&msgid=333906&act=3Q2P&c=1179519&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D_w-sAnQZrJU
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vant biophysical science and implications for future 
land management.  USDA Forest Service, Pacific 
Northwest Research Station, General Technical Re-
port PNW-GTR-897.  254 p. 
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/47086 
 
Oester, P. and S. Fitzgerald. Revision available 
about March 1st. Enhancing reforestation suc-
cess in the inland northwest. OSU Extension Ser-
vice publication PNW 520.   
Order PNW publications from OSU:  
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/  
or from Washington State University, Cooper Publi-
cations Bldg, WSU Extension, P.O. Box 645912, 

Pullman, WA 99164-5912, fax 509-335-3006; or 
from University of Idaho, Agricultural Publications, 

College of Agriculture, Moscow, ID 83844- 2240, 
fax 208-885-4648. 
 
Sources of Native Forest Nursery Seedlings: 
2013-14 & 2014-15 Planting Seasons. Oregon De-
partment of Forestry.  To order go to:  
http://www.privateforests.oregon.gov 
 
A Guide to Seedling Selection.  2014 University 
of Idaho College of Natural Resources.  
 

Misc Publicaton No.18.  Direct inquires to: Pitkin 
Forest Nursery, College of Natural Resources, 875 
Perimeter Dr MS 1137, Moscow, ID 83844-1137; 
phone (208) 885-3888; fax (208) 885-6564  
email: seedlings@uidaho.edu  

http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/47086
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/
http://www.privateforests.oregon.gov

